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Intimate Partner Violence
Intimate partner abuse (IPV) is the term used to describe any form 
of physical, sexual, emotional or psychological abuse, including financial 
control, stalking and harassment. It occurs between opposite- or same-
sex intimate partners, who may or may not be married, common law, or 
living together. It can also continue to happen after a relationship has 
ended. (Wathen et al, 2014)

“Any attempt to influence, coerce, or control another person where 
there is potential to violate the integrity of the other or to disrespect 
individual difference.” – Alan Jenkins

One person using their power to make another feel insecure, 
frightened, or marginalized.  

https://www.whenlovehurts.ca/articles/many-types-abuse/
http://themcc.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/02/VAW-RAP-resource-guide-Updated-Jan2017.pdf


Statistics - nationally
•It’s estimated that each year, Canadians collectively spend $7.4 billion to 
deal with the aftermath of spousal violence alone, according to the 
Department of Justice. 

•Half of all women in Canada have experienced at least one incident of 
physical or sexual violence since the age of 16.  

•7 in 10 people who experience family violence are women and girls 

•A woman or girl was killed every 2.5 days on average in Canada in 2018, 
according to an inaugural report on femicide that argues the issue must 
be better understood in order to reduce the number of slayings.

•70% of spousal violence is not reported to the police. 

*Statistics Canada



Statistics  - provincially
•Manitoba had one of the highest rates of reported violence against girls 
and young women in 2017, according to a new Statistics Canada report.

•The most frequent call received by the Winnipeg Police Department is 
domestic violence related. Approx 44 calls a day. 16 000 a year.  

•There was a total of 2,635 per 100,00 population cases reported to 
police in Manitoba during 2017

•The report also shows the rate of violence for girls and young women 
was listed 1.8 times higher in rural areas of Manitoba last year (2017).

*Statistics Canada

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fglobalnews.ca%2Ftag%2Fstatistics-canada%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cjaymiefriesen%40mccmb.ca%7C5e2292d10cdb4278d94908d88693bdbd%7C169838f761344f5b8d1ab2d131856f52%7C0%7C0%7C637407317938473120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=UKWbnY2C01y2NcQfbcHFkjX%2BssvfA94%2Bqf8otSwfa6I%3D&reserved=0


Domestic Violence only occurs if there 
is physical violence.



Women who are in abusive 
relationships are attracted to abusive 
men. 



Domestic Violence is less prevalent in 
Christian communities and families. 



DV only impacts people who are  
socioeconomically disadvantaged or 
uneducated. 



Sexual abuse doesn’t happen within 
marriage. 



People let themselves be abused; it’s 
an issue of poor boundaries.







Forms of Abuse
•Psychological/Emotional

•Physical

•Sexual

•Financial

•Spiritual

•Technological/Cyber

•Stalking

•Using Children







Gender considerations
•Men do not face the same barriers and challenges to leaving.

•Men who are in abusive relationships typically do not live with the same 
level of fear (e.g. fearing for your life)

•Women experience more lethal forms of violence.

•Men are more likely to initiate violence, while women are more likely to 
use it in self defense. 

•IPV occurs in LGTBQ* relationships. There are unique barriers to 
receiving resources and support in this community.



What are barriers to speaking 
about domestic abuse and 
getting help? Especially within 
faith communities.



Why does a victim not 
leave an abusive 
partner?



Impacts of intimate partner 
abuse

Impacts mind, body, spirit. Entire being. 

Boundaries. My boundaries don’t matter.

Self-trust; self-confidence

Loss of self/don’t know self – whole life is oriented 
around trying to appease partner. Loss of life.

Negative self talk goes so deep

Constant fear; hypervigilance; fight flight freeze.

Depression, anxiety, PTSD, physical pain and illness.



What enables individuals to speak out or 
seek help?
oOngoing conversations, sermons, 
educational opportunities that relate 
to this issue.

oTheological nuances that consider the 
experience of abuse survivors-victims. 
E.g. “turning the other cheque”

oKnowing that the church will prioritize 
the safety of those who have been 
wounded by abuse. 

oEducation - Coming to understand an 
experience as abusive.



Additional 
information/updates


